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CLAIMS 

1. An information providing apparatus for providing information about a 
content via a transmission path to a first information processing device which stores 
the content on the basis of usage conditions restricting the operation of the content, 
said apparatus comprising: 

device authentication means for authenticating the first information processing 
device via the transmission path; 

holding means for holding the usage conditions and the information about the 
content; 

first reception control means for controlling the reception of the usage 
conditions and the information about the content, which have been transmitted from 
the first information processing device; and 

updating means for updating the usage conditions and the information, which 
are held, on the basis of the usage conditions and information which have been 
received, 

2. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising transmission control means for controlling the transmission to a second 
information processing device when the information is updated. 

3. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising display control means for controlling the display of the information about 
the content. 
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4. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

second reception control means for controlling the reception of a request for the 
operation of the content, transmitted from the first information processing device; and 

transmission control means for controlling the transmission of the request for 
the operation of the content, to the second information processing device. 

5. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

means for determining whether the operation of the content should be 
permitted; and 

operating means for operating the content when it is determined that the 
operation of the content should be permitted. 

6. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising user authentication means for authenticating a user of the information 
providing apparatus. 

7. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising user authentication means for authenticating a user of the first information 
processing device. 

8. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
holding means further holds a flag indicating whether the first information processing 
device is connected by the transmission path, and the updating means updates the flag. 
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9. An information providing method of providing information about a 
content via a transmission path to an information processing device which stores the 
content on the basis of usage conditions restricting the operation of the content, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

authenticating the first information processing device via the transmission path; 

holding the usage conditions and the information about the content; 

controlling the reception of the usage conditions and the information about the 
content, which have been transmitted from the information processing device; and 

updating the usage conditions and the information, which are held, on the basis 
of the usage conditions and information which have been received. 

10. A recording medium that records a program for providing information 
about a content via a transmission path to an information processing device which 
stores the content on the basis of usage conditions restricting the operation of the 
content, said program describing the steps of: 

authenticating the information processing device via the transmission path; 

holding the usage conditions and the information about the content; 

controlling the reception of the usage conditions and the information about the 
content, which have been transmitted from the information processing device; and 

updating the usage conditions and the information, which are held, on the basis 
of the usage conditions and information which have been received. 

11. An information processing device connected to an information providing 
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apparatus by a transmission path and designed to process a content on the basis of 
usage conditions restricting the operation of the content, said device comprising: 

holding means for holding the usage conditions of content and the information 
associated with the content; 

first updating means for updating the usage conditions and the information, held 
in the holding means, in accordance with the operation of the content if the content 
have been operated; 

apparatus authentication means for authenticating an information providing 
apparatus though the transmission path; 

first transmission control means for controlling the transmission of the usage 
conditions and the information to the information providing apparatus when the 

content are operated; 

reception control means for controlling the reception of the usage conditions 
and the information associated with the content, which have been transmitted from the 
information providing apparatus; 

second updating means for updating the usage conditions and the information, 
both held, on the basis of the usage conditions and the information which have been 
received; and 

display control means for controlling the displaying of the information. 
12. The information processing device according to claim 11, further 
comprising means for determining whether to permit an operation of the content, in 
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accordance with the usage conditions held; and operating means for operating the 
content if it has been determined that the operation of the content is permitted. 

13. The information processing device according to claim 11, further 
comprising user authentication means for authenticating a user of the information 
processing device. 

14. The information processing device according to claim 11, further 
comprising second transmission control means for controlling the transmission of a 
content operation request to the information providing apparatus. 

15. An information processing method for use in a information processing 
device connected to an information providing apparatus by a transmission path and 
designed to process a content on the basis of usage conditions restricting the operation 
of the content, said method comprising: 

a holding step of holding the usage conditions of content and the information 
associated with the content; 

a first updating step of updating the usage conditions and the information, held 
in the holding means, in accordance with the operation of the content if the content 
have been operated; 

an apparatus authentication step of authenticating an information providing 
apparatus though a transmission path; 

a transmission control step of controlling the transmission of the usage 
conditions and the information to the information providing apparatus when the 
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content is operated; 

a reception control step for controlling the reception of the usage conditions and 
the information associated with the content, which have been transmitted from the 
information providing apparatus; 

a second updating step of updating the usage conditions and the information, 
both held, on the basis of the usage conditions and the information which have been 
received; and 

a display control step of controlling the displaying of the information. 

16. A recording medium recording a program for use in a information 
processing device connected to an information providing apparatus by a transmission 
path and designed to process a content on the basis of usage conditions restricting the 
operation of the content, said program describing: 

a holding step of holding the usage conditions of content and the information 
associated with the content; 

a first updating step of updating the usage conditions and the information, held 
in the holding means, in accordance with the operation of the content if the content 
have been operated; 

an apparatus authentication step of authenticating an information providing 
apparatus though a transmission path; 

a transmission control step of controlling the transmission of the usage 
conditions and the information to the information providing apparatus when the 
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content is operated; 

a reception control step of controlling the reception of the usage conditions and 
the information associated with the content, which have been transmitted from the 
information providing apparatus; 

a second updating step of updating the usage conditions and the information, 
both held, on the basis of the usage conditions and the information which have been 
received; and 

a display control step of controlling the displaying of the information. 



